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To Equally Appreciate and Peacefully Integrate Man's Spirituality
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by Rev. Fumiya Sakow (Shaku Fumiya, The Sangha of Light and Life)

Religions just teach us to "Be good!"
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Good is for Life,' Bad is against Life; Evil kills.
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Life is all the lives in nature, of flora, fauna, humans, and of yourselves.
[WO51E—UIRE, B HEY). 8. ABD. HRIEBEB 0TI,

God means the maximum goodness, So God is absolutely for Life.
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Religions are only different, variously cultural expressions of the same Only One God, or
YWH which means " I am that I am" or "Nature" of the Universe.
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Religions come from the One Origin but are in varied cultural attires.
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Despite vast variety, the ideal types of religious are only in the three phases" i.e. the
monotheistic phase (Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, etc.), the polytheistic phase (Shinto,
Greco-Roman deities, Hindu gods, etc.) and the universalistic phase (Buddhism,
Brahmanism, Taoism, etc.).
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The three-phased religions are so molded as a result of the interaction between the tri-
layered human consciousness (consciousness, personal unconsciousness, and collective
unconsciousness) and different climates and landscapes (desert, meadow, forest) in which
people dwell. (see Diagram 1)
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The three phases are characterized by: Dualistic (God vs. Satan, Creator vs. creatures,
etc.), ethically evaluating (justice vs. evil) monotheism, in which the Universe is
transcendentally put in faith as God (or the personified Dharma);
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Pluralistic, sometimes esthetically evaluating (purified vs. defiled like in Shintoism)
polytheism, in which the Universe is reversed in its innumerable holy elements.
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and Monistic, value integrating, universalism, in which the Universe is perceived in
enlightened experiences as Dharma (Law) or the de-personified God. Those endowed with
Shinjin, having been purified of sinful karma s, would be let alive in gratitude.
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The teaching keynotes of the three-phased-but-in-a-sequence religions are made out of the
conflict-or-harmony working of the tri-layered structure and function of human brain- the
brain stem (serpent-like mind) driven by instinct (blind will to live), the old brain (mammal-
like mind) expressing emotions, and the latest-evolved new brain (human-unique mind)
representing reason and intellect. (see Diagram 2)
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We humans are unexceptionally prone to become bad or evil. For, at least deep inside, we
are inclined to hurt Life somehow, sometime, some occasion; We tend to think and act by
using our intellect (knowledge and calculation) with the temptation of our inner serpent-like
mind (instinctive selfishness).
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cerebral allocortex): )

Emotions or “Dog’s mind”
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Occipital Lobe

BSS (Brain-stem & Spine Ssytem):

Instincts or “Serpent’s mind”
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Humans err; God forgives or Dharma tolerates and corrects.
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In any religion, as long as it deserves the true sense of "religion" (not cult nor superstitions,
etc.), the quintessence of its teaching is: The knowledge of our own sinfulness; and the
knowledge, repenting of and gratitude to the divine Love which forgives or purifies our sin-
tainted existences.
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The rest of difference in teachings, creeds, or precepts, etc. is nothing but various cultural
attires and not that significant.
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Differences are for us to enjoy them; Never even think of trying to paint the colorful
wonderful world in a monotonous black and white.
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Buddhism (since B.C. 5C) very first stressed the importance of Compassion, universal and
unconditional Love of Life, which must be based upon Wisdom, the true recognition of
Dharma, the causation of all the Universal phenomena.
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Judaism (sine c. 6000vears ago) teaches to control our mind with precepts or reason.
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Christianity (since B.C.4) is the reformed Judaism influenced by Buddhist Compassion,
stressing the dominance of Love even over reason.
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Islam (since 622) is the universalistic extension of Judaism from God's chosen people to the
whole peoples.
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Mahayana Buddhism (since A.D. 1C) is the Buddhist movement spread under the influence
of monotheism.
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While monotheism is ethical dualism, Shinto is esthetic one.
Transcending human selfish dualism, Buddhism teaches harmony for Life.
Japan is the nation of Shinto-Buddhism.
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We must put an equal importance to all the Man's religions, well understanding they are
only different cultural manifestations, essentially only in three different phases, of the same
only one Holiness, or our Only One Universe itself.
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So that we can become as good as possible or do as much as capable "for Life".
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We are born and let live daily to promote Life, so never attempt to harm nor kill it.
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Namu Amida Butsu is Amen is Inch Allah, is ... and so on!

For all the prayers in essence just mean to "Allow me to live out this life all for Life!"
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Lastly, please keep in mind the truth that Something Great incessantly prays to all and
every one of us. much more than we pray to It.
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And let us convoke the Holy Prayer thus coming to us all!

FAB(ORICTENR LTV ZEEICRZUFELLD |



EiE LS (BEEE) BREBIRVEY
FEERANIRFRERT(ER HESGR
BHERFRIBT- XHF: T275-0026 BEEFHEE 5-36-18-211
Kbz : FRR LHHE/IIXITE 1730
1E#%5E:090-9814-0868 sakow@wis-j.org

i)

3

BAF0 31 &F @ EAEMXOGF FEFCEFTND. 60 %
PHEAAFRARBEFERE, FIERAETIR-8E (BI=ER)
REOARFAFRELIRIEET (ILMHFE-REBF)  KEAXFRICEEEF
HED ((ERERS) - (&S

BT RIER. ERIESTEIERZ TRk 24 € 10 A 20 BEDERFERK

COfE BEEBARF - EBEFAF - RIRKFEENRETHA, EFRSIM - AMEFAEES), ERE NPO SLUSHE
B L EATORERECRBLTERU,

BEFE EH0ENRVVOEELCERSENT, FL(CMHS B REEMARCHEENDEM (RAR. SF)
Tg_o

FPIERARESTR (AARRST) -BIRTFHIB HK

T275-0026 BEHHEE 5-36-18-211 Tel.090-9814-0868 E X—)l:sakow@wis-j.org



